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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 DHA-02 
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INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMCONSUL QUEBEC 

UNCLAS MONTREAL 57 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, CA 

SUB J : QUEBEC JUSTICE MINISTER PROPOSES "NATIONAL POLICE FORCE" 

1 . QUEBEC JUSTICE MINISTER, MARC-ANDRE BEDARD, IN A SPEECH IN 
MONTREAL TO THE QUEBEC POLICE COMMISSION CONVENTION, DECRIED THE 
PRESENCE HERE OF RCMP "THE ACTIVITIES OF WHICH REMAIN LARGELY 
UNKNOWN" AND PROPOSED THAT THE QUEBEC POLICE FORCE CAN (AND HE 
PRESUMABLY HOPES WILL) "BECOME A NATIONAL POLICE FORCE, WITH ALL 
THE ATTRIBUTES THIS NOTION IMPLIES, INCLUDING THE ROLE OF ASSURING 
THE SECURITY OF THE STATE OF QUEBEC." (AS QUOTED IN THE MONTREAL 
STAR.) 

2. THE PROPOSAL DREW CRITICISM FROM SOME MEMBERS OF THE POLICE, 

AT LEAST ONE OF WHOM EXPRESSED FEARS OF A "POLICE STATE" IN A TV 
INTERVIEW; THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE QUEBEC FEDERATION OF 
POLICEMEN ALSO WAS QUOTED AS NOTING: "HE SHOULDN'T BEAT AROUND 
THE BUSH. IF HE WANTS TO GO INDEPENDENT AND MAKE THE QPF A 
NATIONAL POLICE FORCE AND GO AFTER THE RCMP, HE SHOULD MAKE HIS 
POSITION KNOWN TO THE PUBLIC." 

3. COMMENT: IT IS DIFFICULT THESE DAYS TO ASCERTAIN TO WHAT 
EXTENT SUCH MINISTERIAL COMMENTS REFLECT CABINET POLICY, AS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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INDICATED IN EARLIER CABLES FROM QUEBEC AND MONTREAL. DESPITE 
SOME PUBLICITY IN THE POST-MINI-SESSION/CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY PERIOD 
TO THE FACT THAT THEY WERE ALL GOING TO "STOP TALKING" AND DO SOME 
REFLECTING, EXAMPLES OF SHOOTING FROM THE HIP CONTINUE TO ABOUND. 
IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE, IN THIS CASE, HOWEVER, THAT BEDARD'S 
COMMENTS ARE WORTHY OF THE CONCERN EXPRESSED BY POLICE REPRESEN- 
TATIVES. 
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